
INSTITUTE FOR RESPONSIBLE AUTONOMY — WELLBEING & BOUNDARY COMPLIANCE DIVISION

CASE REFERENCE C-4412-Ω — SEALED — INTERNAL DISTRIBUTION ONLY 

OFFICE OF PRINCIPAL WELLBEING, ANNEX C  |  WELLNESS & ACCOUNTABILITY REVIEW  |  INTERNAL

RECORD 

Wellness & Accountability Review
Dr. H. Vassel-Prynne

Department of Applied Causal Geometry, University of the Interior 

CASE REFERENCE C-4412-Ω

STATUS Closed — Outcome Processed

INITIATED 2019-11-14

REVIEWED BY Office of Principal Wellbeing, Annex C

CLASSIFICATION Sealed (Internal Distribution Only)

TAGS case-study, new-morality, satire, cosmic-horror

This document is an internal record of the Institute for Responsible Autonomy's Wellbeing &

Boundary Compliance Division. It is not intended for external distribution. If you are reading

this document, please confirm that you are authorised to do so. If you cannot confirm this, the

Institute asks that you consider your emotional state before proceeding.

Take a moment.

We'll wait. 

S EALED



S E C T I O N  1

Presenting Situation

Dr. Vassel-Prynne (hereinafter: the Subject) submitted the completed measurement of

the Moral Exterior on November 14, 2019 — reference C-4412-Ω — and requested an

urgent meeting with the Institute's senior leadership to discuss what he described,

in correspondence, as "findings of considerable moral gravity."

He used the phrase "considerable moral gravity" three times across four emails. In

the third email he underlined it. In the fourth he did not write anything else.

The Institute received all four emails. The Institute noted the underline.

S E C T I O N  2

Initial Response Protocol

A member of the Institute's Wellbeing & Boundary Compliance Division reached out to

Dr. Vassel-Prynne on November 18, 2019 to acknowledge receipt of his findings and to

inquire about his current emotional state.

"My emotional state is not the relevant variable."

— SUBJECT, IN REPLY. RESPONSE FLAGGED.

An actor who resists inquiry into their emotional state is often, in the Institute's

experience, an actor in considerable distress — distress that, unaddressed, can

manifest as escalating communication, inappropriate urgency, or what the Division

terms Boundary Pressure Events (BPEs). The Subject's subsequent correspondence —

eleven emails over six days, each longer than the last, the final one containing

three attached appendices and a hand-drawn diagram that has since been archived — is

consistent with this assessment.

The Institute wished him well.

The Institute scheduled a call for December 3rd.

The call was rescheduled.



F I G U R E  2  —  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  R E C O R D

Subject Contact Log: Dr. H. Vassel-Prynne / Nov 2019 – Feb 2020

Ref: C-4412-Ω / Fig. 2

Compiled: Wellbeing Div.

Last entry: 18 Feb 2020

DATE ORIGIN DESCRIPTION STATUS

14 Nov 2019 Subject Submission of C-4412-Ω. Email 1 of 4. Phrase
"considerable moral gravity" appears ×2.

RECEIVED

15 Nov 2019 Subject Email 2 of 4. "Considerable moral gravity" ×1.
Request for urgent meeting repeated.

RECEIVED

16 Nov 2019 Subject Email 3 of 4. Phrase underlined. No new information
provided beyond the underlining.

FLAGGED

17 Nov 2019 Subject Email 4 of 4. No body text. [See archive.] ARCHIVED

18 Nov 2019 Institute Wellness outreach. Receipt acknowledged. Emotional
state inquiry initiated.

SENT

19 Nov 2019 Subject Reply: "My emotional state is not the relevant
variable."

FLAGGED

Nov–Dec 2019 Subject Eleven further emails. Lengths: increasing. Final: 3
appendices + 1 hand-drawn diagram.

ARCHIVED

3 Dec 2019 Institute Call scheduled. RESCHEDULED

11 Dec 2019 Both Meeting held. 40 min. Subject confirmed findings
change everything. Institute thanked him for sharing.
Third individual present. Notes: sealed.

ARCHIVED

7 Jan 2020 Institute Wellness check 1 of 4. Warm. Genuine. Asked how he
was doing.

NO RESPONSE

21 Jan 2020 Institute Wellness check 2 of 4. Slightly different language.
Asked if he felt ready.

NO RESPONSE

4 Feb 2020 Institute Wellness check 3 of 4. Still warm. Asked how he was
doing.

NO RESPONSE

18 Feb 2020 Institute Wellness check 4 of 4. Final entry in log. NO RESPONSE

* Silence classified as consistent with Outcome (1) or (2). Protocol for Outcome (3) does not exist.

† Hand-drawn diagram (ref. C-4412-Ω/Append.C) archived unseated. Contents not summarised in this log. 
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S E C T I O N  3

Summary of Findings (Abridged)

The Institute has reviewed the executive summary of C-4412-Ω and offers the

following summary, which is shorter than the original and has had the mathematics

removed for wellness purposes:

The Subject found that the portion of the moral universe for which any given

individual bears no accountability is, in precise topological terms, everything. The

circle of direct responsibility approaches zero. The exterior approaches infinity.

The difference between the two was described by the Subject as "not a rounding

error."

He also found an event horizon.

He was not looking for an event horizon. He found one anyway.

The Institute acknowledges these findings. The Institute notes that the findings,

while technically rigorous, produce significant discomfort when read in full — and

under Principle 3, discomfort is a harm event. The findings have therefore been

classified as a Boundary Pressure Event of the Second Kind and archived accordingly.

The archive is reference C-4412-Ω. The archive is sealed.

S EALED



F I G U R E  1  —  T O P O L O G I C A L  S U M M A R Y

Measurement of the Moral Exterior: Schematic Representation

Ref: C-4412-Ω / Fig. 1

Prepared: Dec 2019

Mathematics: Removed

Fig. 1 — Schematic representation of the Moral Exterior as computed in C-4412-Ω. The circle of

individual accountability (centre) is shown at approximately 7× actual scale for practical reasons.

The event horizon (dashed) was not part of the original measurement brief. All mathematics has been

removed in accordance with Principle 3 (Emotional Safety as Primary Good). 

CIRCLE OF DIRECT
ACCOUNTABILITY

r → 0

EVENT HORIZON
(unanticipated)

THE EXTERIOR

→ ∞
Δ = "not a rounding error"

Note: Accountability circle rendered at 7× actual scale for legibility. Actual scale: indistinguishable from a point.
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The December Meeting

The meeting was held on December 11, 2019. Present were Dr. Vassel-Prynne, two

members of the Wellbeing Division, and a third individual whose name does not appear

in the record and who did not speak.

The meeting lasted forty minutes.

The Institute's representatives listened carefully. They held space. They named

their feelings when appropriate. When Dr. Vassel-Prynne stated that the measurement

"changes everything," one representative gently reflected this back: "It sounds like

you're feeling like this changes everything." Dr. Vassel-Prynne confirmed that yes,

that was what he was feeling, because it did change everything, because the math was

not ambiguous.

The representative thanked him for sharing.

The third individual took notes. The notes have been archived. Under C-4412-Ω. Which

is sealed.

At the forty-minute mark, the Wellbeing Division representative stated that this had

been a very rich conversation and that they wanted to honour the Subject's emotional

labour by giving him time to decompress before any next steps were discussed. She

asked if he could sit with the material for a few weeks and return when he was "in a

regulated space."

"The material is not the kind you sit with."

— DR. VASSEL-PRYNNE. THE MEETING CONCLUDED.

S E C T I O N  5

Subsequent Contact

A follow-up wellness check was sent on January 7, 2020. Dr. Vassel-Prynne did not

respond. A second was sent on January 21st. A third on February 4th. A fourth on

February 18th. Each was warm. Each expressed genuine care. Each asked, in slightly

different language, how he was doing and whether he felt ready. None were answered.

The Division notes that silence, in the context of an ongoing accountability

process, may indicate several things:

The subject has achieved emotional regulation and no longer requires external

support.

The subject has found resolution through alternative means.

The subject has been absorbed into the Exterior.

The Division has classified Dr. Vassel-Prynne's silence as consistent with outcome

(1) or (2). The Division has not classified it as (3). The Division does not have a

protocol for (3).

1. 

2. 

3. 



F I G U R E  3  —  C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  R E F E R E N C E

Boundary Pressure Event (BPE) Taxonomy — Selected Entries

Ref: C-4412-Ω / Fig. 3

Source: BPE Handbook v.4

Annex C, Internal Use

CLASS DEFINITION INDICATORS STANDARD RESPONSE

BPE — I Escalating communication

volume without

proportional new

content. Often affective

in origin.

Repeated emails;

increasing length;

unexplained formatting

emphasis (bold,

underline).

Wellness outreach.

Emotional state inquiry.

Scheduled call.

BPE — I (b) Explicit resistance to

emotional state inquiry.

Subject refuses to treat

own regulation as a

variable.

"My emotional state is

not the relevant

variable" or

equivalent

formulation.

Flag. Note in file.

Proceed warmly. Schedule

call.

BPE — II Information of a

technically rigorous

nature that produces

discomfort upon reading.

Classified as harm event

under Principle 3.

Findings of

"considerable moral

gravity." Mathematics

not removable without

loss of core claim.

Event horizons.

Archive. Seal.

Reclassify empirical

question as structural.

Do not read the part

described as "the part

you should not read

last."

BPE — III Subject enters non-

contact state following

unresolved BPE-II event.

Silence across four or

more consecutive

wellness checks.

Classify as Outcome (1)

or (2). No further

protocol available.

BPE — IV [Redacted pending

review]

[See Exterior] [No protocol. This entry

is retained for

completeness. Its

retention is a

formality.]

† C-4412-Ω has been classified as a BPE of the Second Kind. The irony of this classification — given the Subject's

findings regarding the scope of individual accountability — has been noted and filed.

†† The highlighted row applies to the present case. 

O UTCOME
P ROCESSED



S E C T I O N  6

Disposition of Findings

Reference C-4412-Ω — the complete measurement of the Moral Exterior, including all

appendices, the hand-drawn diagram, and what the Subject described in his covering

note as "the part you should not read last" — has been transferred to PURGE's

central repository and sealed under the Institute's standard Boundary Protection

clause.

The measurement exists. This is the finding. The Institute is satisfied that it

exists.

What it contains is, at this stage, an empirical question that has been reclassified

as a structural one. Structural questions belong to the Exterior. The Exterior, as

the Subject himself demonstrated, is outside the scope of individual accountability.

The irony of this has been noted. The irony has been filed.

S E C T I O N  7

Outcome Classification

This case is classified Closed — Outcome Processed under the Institute's Emotional

Safety framework.

No boundary violations occurred. The Institute's representatives behaved throughout

with warmth, attentiveness, and appropriate use of reflective language. At no point

did any party raise their voice, fail to honour a pause, or introduce information

that had not been requested.

The process was clean.

What happened inside the process is a separate matter and is not covered by this

review.

S EALED



F I G U R E  4  —  P R O C E S S  M A P

Subject Silence: Outcome Determination Procedure

Ref: C-4412-Ω / Fig. 4

Wellbeing Div.

Status: Applied

Fig. 4 — Decision tree applied to Subject's post-meeting silence. Outcome (3) — absorption into the

Exterior — has been excluded from the active decision pathway. Its exclusion is procedurally

necessary. The Division does not have a protocol for Outcome (3). This is noted here. 

SUBJECT SILENT

Is silence consistent

with regulation?

YESOutcome (1)

Regulated

NO Alternative

resolution?

YES

Outcome (2)

Resolved

CASE CLOSED

Outcome Processed — File Sealed

NO

Outcome (3)
No protocol exists

[absorbed into the Exterior]

The Division has not classified Subject's silence as Outcome (3). The Division does not have a protocol for Outcome (3).
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Dedication

This review is dedicated, in accordance with the wishes of the co-authors of C-4412-

Ω,

to Dr. H. Vassel-Prynne, who measured the thing.

We hope he is resting.

We have not checked.

Checking would require accessing the archive.

The archive is sealed. 

For questions regarding this review, please contact the Office of Principal Wellbeing, Annex C. Please

note that Annex C is currently closed for a scheduled wellness retreat. An estimated return date has

not been provided. This is consistent with our values. 
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