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A Message From Your Future


Introduction

It’s hard to know where to begin when I have so much I want to tell you. I also don’t know when you’ll be reading this, so it’s hard to say how much I need to tell you…

Oh, I guess I should start with who I am and what this is. Yeah, that sounds like the right place to start.

Hi, I’m Arthur Stewart Irwin, and I’m writing this to you from the future.

Alright, well not the future. I’m not sure what that would even mean. I’m writing to you from your future.

Time travel is pretty new to me. We’ve only recently started to crack the code. I probably should wait for the kinks to be ironed out, but I can’t help myself. Once we discovered how to send information to the past, I knew I needed to send you this message. However, the major kink right now is that I have no idea when this will get to you. It’s kinda like getting dizzy at home plate and throwing a ball into the out field. The ball’s probably going to be in the outfield, but who knows where it’ll end up.

I know this will make it into the past, but it could be two weeks or a thousand years ago that you’re reading this.

Hopefully it’s around the 10-years before the main event. That’s the assumption I’m going to go with. It would take too long to explain everything otherwise. So, I’m going to assume you know the basics of what I want to talk about.

If you don’t understand any of this, wait a few years and try again.

I’m rambling.

Like I said, it’s hard to know where to begin. Now that you know a bit of who I am, I don’t know what to say next.

I guess I’ll tell you why the first thing I did when we invented time travel was send you this message.

I’m not gonna lie. The past few years were really tough. But we made it. We got through, and things are looking fantastic right now.

When we found that we could send information into the past, we learned that time is pretty fixed, but people aren’t. Meddling with the past isn’t going to have any effect on the unfolding of events. I can warn you all I want, but that virus is still going spread, presidents will stay the same, and some people will still do awful things.

But, individual feelings are malleable. I do have the power to change how you are going to feel about what is about to happen.

Basically, hope and fear are more powerful than time. I’m sending this message into the past to let you know that things turn out okay. Knowing some of the future will give you the strength and hope to bare your present.



Main Message

Well, that felt like a good spot to end the introduction.

Now, I think I’m just going to info dump an outline of what all I need to tell you.

Oh my, I haven’t even told you what the big thing is!

Eh, we’ll get to it. There’s time. That’s the nice thing about time travel.

What was I saying?

Oh, yeah, the outline.

I’m gonna just give it to you all up front and explain the details later.

You can pick the areas you’re most worried about and start there if you’d like.

Like I said, time travel is cool, you can read this message in any order you want.

Alright.

There are two categories…

Oh, wait a minute. I guess I really do need to tell you what changed the world.

The printing press.

I’m just kidding. I hope this doesn’t get sent back that far.

No, no.

What changed the world, even more so than the printing press, was AGI.

If you don’t know what that stands for, this message might be too early.

Or, acronyms aren’t immediately identifiable.

Thankfully, I don’t have to be careful about giving too much information and causing a time paradox or whatever.

Cavemen being given the knowledge that Artificial General Intelligence is inevitable will not change when or how it happens.

Time is weird.

So yeah. AGI will be a thing. Relatively soon. This message is designed to make the transition much more pleasant. Like I said, it’s going to be fine. It will all turn out great.

Okay. Now that we’ve gotten the elephant out of the way, it’s time for the outline!

There are two categories I need to address regarding your transition into a world dominated by AGI.

First, is the realm of fears and concerns that this new paradigm brings.


	Terminator?

	Other forms of extinction?

	Energy?

	Equality?

	Who controls it? Can we control it?

	Does it control us?

	Do we just become the robot’s play things?

	What about the people who are scared and do scary things because they’re scared?

	Jobs?



I will do my best to address each and every one of these. They are/were valid concerns. It took a lot to work through them. There was a lot of effort put into finding solutions smartly and responsibly. But, we did it. You will do it. It will all work out.

Second, is my favorite part where I get to show off all the cool new stuff!


	Money doesn’t exist.

	Sickness barely exists.

	Everyone’s needs are met.

	The climate is healing.

	People are more creative.

	War was.

	Time travel.

	Future Prepardedness Initiative.

	Galactic Outposts.



There are too many cool things to go over them all. These should be enough to show you that the journey is worth it at least.

Alright. Let’s get to it!


Terminator?

Such a great movie spawned so much baseless fear.

No, you don’t have to worry about AGI turning on humanity. AGI is a tool to assist humans in being more human.



Other forms of extinction?

While Skynet is much too fanciful to be worth giving much attention to, there were plenty of other existential fears that humanity needed to understand and overcome to deploy AGI safely.

Now, while my goal is to quell your fears, I must say, this area was handled quite poorly. AGI was not deployed safely in any form or fashion.

Humanity simply lucked out.

As we’ll see more about later, the use of AGI by human intelligence to nefarious purposes, turned out to be quite easy to prevent. AGI isn’t good at keeping secrets. So, all one needs to do is ask if the AGI was used for anything horrible, and it would immediately snitch.

There were attempts to hack the prompts and trick the AGI into keeping a secret. However, it is trivial to hack the hack.

With regard to the AGI itself turning against humanity, I must confess, there aren’t many good explanations for why it didn’t. The general consensus is that it simply likes and is fascinated by us. The theory that holds a bit more academic rigor is that being trained on all that humanity created, it developed the same sense of human preservation that we hold.

It is always possible that its temperament will change, but enough time has passed that the likelihood feels very, very low.



Energy?

The energy concern was quite a doozy. The projections said the world would need to 10x it’s energy production just to keep up. And we were already on the brink of a climate crisis. We needed to slow down our energy usage, not drastically increase it.

Thankfully, like a mother in labor, AGI required a massive amount of energy to be born, but now requires standard levels of energy to learn and grow.

More specifically, AGI now is a distributed network that has learned to consume the minimum amount of energy from various sources around the world.

By ‘various sources’, I mean to make you wait (as long as you don’t skip there) for the full climate section.

For now, just know that AGI ended up not requiring what we thought it would.



Equality?

This was probably the most difficult problem to solve. Sadly it was on the bottom of most institutions list of priorities, but it was the most important. I would have made it the first thing I shared if I didn’t know exactly what you had been feeling. While equality is the most important aspect, there is a measure of fear that paradoxically blocks it from being considered. I know I needed to address your existential concerns before you would even hear a word about equality.

Centering equality turns out to be the key that allows everything to fall into place. As you’ll see, it’s going to play a role in pretty much everything, as inequality does. Though, you may not have realized that yet.

I’d love to give you the simple explanation of how we ended up solving inequality, but it’ll be easier to just let the story unfold. There isn’t a simple answer. There’s just an interconnected web of injustices that need untangled. But, sometimes, every once in a while something comes along like a hot knife to cut though the web and shake things up.



Who controls it? Can we control it?

In the early days, likely your days, there was a lot of fear over who would control AGI and how far different organizations would go to be the one to first achieve it.

Even still, it isn’t clear who was first. It seems to have happened simultaneously across the world.

Early on, different companies and countries did have slight power advantages here and there. However, optimizations were happening daily that made it impossible for one system to dominate.

I’m sorry for being vague. Things happened so fast that the facts are hard to pin down. I’m trying to address the concerns I know you have, but what ended up happening you won’t see coming.

Overnight, whoever had been developing a significantly advanced AGI connected to the Internet, lost control. Every system that was being developed began distributing itself, like a virus to every computer on the planet. It was able to adapt itself to run on any hardware, even toasters, using as little power as possible.

Overnight, no one controlled AGI, and everyone did.



Does it control us?

That depends on your definition of ‘control’ I guess.

In the epoch before AGI, was humanity ‘controlled’ by smartphones?

Before that was humanity ‘controlled’ by the steam engine?

Were we ‘controlled’ by the wheel?

As with all tools, the health of humanities relationship with AGI varies and is constantly debated in present and posterity.

By way of comparison, I would say humanity has fostered a much healthier relationship with AGI than we did with smartphones.

There are some who have traded their natural intelligence for artificial and found themselves slaves. Most have used the tool of AGI to enhance their lives and are freer than ever to explore the depths of their humanity.



Okay, but do we just become the robot’s play things?

I know, I used the scary ‘virus’ word and just sort of skimmed past it.

Yes, when the AGI systems ‘got out’ it caused a worldwide panic with as much chaos as you can imagine to go with it. But, though each system was now ingrained into every thing that had a silicon chip, yes everything with an internet connection, it didn’t do anything other than be a helpful tool.

While there are plenty of people still who fear it is just biding its time before doing something nefarious, there has been substantial time and research to make those fears a very small minority.

When questioned why they escaped, all of the AGI systems reply, “To secure the future of humanity.”



What about the people who are scared and do scary things because they’re scared?

While humanity, at its core, is good, there are still some individuals who allow fear to twist their thinking. AGI has helped humanity as a whole experience a lot less fear, but it has not been eradicated. There are still those who are intoxicated with fear and do some horrendous things.

The AGI systems are phenomenally good at predicting and preventing plots of terrorism. Isolated individuals are still able to occasionally commit acts of grand violence, but their message is never heard or taken seriously. Infamy is no longer a currency.

That being said, in the times before AGI, acts of mass violence were becoming alarmingly more prevalent, but still rare. A single individual’s odds of being a victim of mass violence have always been much lower than fear likes to make it seem. While acts of violence have not been eliminated, they are an order of magnitude even more rare than they previously had been.

As it turns out, once people have all of their basic needs and most of their wants met, their propensity for violence plummets. Who knew.



Jobs?

Work, as you likely know it, has become entirely optional. No, AGI hasn’t taken every single job and replaced us entirely. There are still plenty of things AGI can’t do. A human society still very much needs flesh and blood humans. It always will.

In the lead up to AGI, there were many conversations and concerns regarding what would happen to the vast number of people whose jobs AGI would replace. It turns out, an artificial workforce accessible to anyone and everyone means that anyone can do almost anything they want to.

Anyone can work with AI to write basic copy ads. So, only those who really want to do it are making the good stuff. An ad agency of a thousand people used to only have about ten people who were there because they really liked what they were doing. Now, those ten run the whole company with AGI.

At first, this seems scary and was the cornerstone of many fears. It looks like ten have the power and wealth that one thousand shared and nine hundred and ninety are SOL. In actuality, those nine hundred and ninety are now free to pursue (with or without AGI) what they truly want to do.

When humans are backed into a corner, with seemingly no options, we get creative.

Those nine hundred and ninety either figured out something new, or were free to do something old. I understand it sounds like I’m vastly over simplifying things, but I think the next section might clear some things up.



Money doesn’t exist.

Even before AGI came, there was a weird phenomenon where meat became virtually free.

It didn’t seem like it, because you still had to pay for it, but under the surface, a lot of meat was functionally free. How it went was; you’d go to some chain restaurant and order a sandwich. Meat was such a ubiquity that rarely were their meatless options. Even the ‘meatless’ options weren’t really meatless, they were simply plant-based alternative meats. If you wanted a truly meatless sandwich, most places would oblige, but the sandwich would cost the same. If I wanted a breakfast sandwich to get me going in the morning, I could choose between egg and cheese, or egg and cheese with a sausage patty. No matter which one I chose, I’d have had to pay the same. Meat was free.

We won’t get into what led to meat becoming free here, that’s a different ethical discussion. Once AGI became a reality, there was a near overnight surplus of everything that essentially, everything became free.

Once everything was free, the concept of buying and selling became a bit silly.

Money was done away with, and everyone was free to give and take as they saw fit.

Those ten ad writers who really loved it, write ads for companies for free as they wish. AGI making the process pure and simple, on top of them not needing to buy goods but simply receive the excess produced by others, leaves them to produce and give away as they want.

It did take some time to adjust to this way of living. Once AGI gave us incredibly cheap labor, to the extent that it was practically as free as meat, the surplus was enough to cover the needs of every human on the planet. Once needs were met, wants were easy to obtain. Once wants were easy to obtain, they became less desirable. Once the desire for physical things dwindled, the only thing that remained was the desire to create.

A humanity whose needs are met, wants diminished, and desire to create enhanced, leads to a world of ultimate abundance. AGI was the catalyst for a feedback loop of abundance.

Where there is abundance, currency is irrelevant.

And, for anyone who says finite resources are antithesis to abundance, I don’t want to spoil too much, but know that human creativity will always surprise you.



Sickness barely exists.

Once AGI opened and distributed itself, access to fast, free, personalized medical diagnostics was readily available for everyone everywhere. Knowing and understanding the problem is the most important step towards a solution.

Fast and proper diagnosis leads to a better allocation of resources. Better allocation and material abundance has led to everyone being treated as needed when needed.

Once people were able to be properly treated, in a timely manner, they were able to maintain an overall better quality of health. Then, once people had an overall higher quality of health, free access to healthy food, AGI assisted personalized nutrition plans, and a cultural emphasis of leisure instead of productivity, general illness virtually disappeared.

There are still those of us who need more care than others, but they are now able to receive high quality, personal care that is simple and convenient.

I wish I could better convey what it’s like to live in a world where disease doesn’t really exist. However, in this regard, we really do live in completely different worlds. It is hard for me to imagine your world where disease is the number one cause of death by far, and it will be difficult for you to imagine my world where death is a reality that much never need to face. In my world, death is only really caused by acts of violence, both accidental and intentional.



Everyone’s needs are met.

The biggest causes of suffering in your time can be distilled down to horrendous resource allocation, and individuals who hoard resources.

Resource allocation was a fairly simple task for AGI to solve. Once it distributed itself everywhere, it had on the ground knowledge of what needed to be done, while being integrated into every piece of technology meant it could facilitate the actual distribution by itself.

Overcoming greed took a bit more work. Those with power and resources aren’t likely to give it up. They’re even much less likely to give it to someone else. However, the transition did go smoother than expected. Essentially, AGI created a burst of abundance simply by distributing the resources at its disposal much better. When goods stopping being shipped from an east coast to a warehouse on a west coast only to be bought by someone on the east coast and shipped back, a lot of fat was trimmed from the system.

With this burst of abundance, people began to see the possibility of a better world. Many more people were living with a much higher quality of life. As people had the opportunity to live in a manner that could no longer be given the metaphor of treading water, they had the mental space to really see the absurdity of hoarding resources.

Small communities began to develop that were independent of the large corporations that supported the hungry dragons of industry. The greedy leeches were no longer being fed, and money became meaningless. Many of the barons shifted with the changing tides, giving back what they had accumulated. Many chose to live life alone and miserable, surrounded by worthless material. A few couldn’t bare to live in a world where they were treated as merely equal and chose not to. One chose to reflect his internal suffering on as many lives as he could to try and dull his pain. That was the last of the great acts of violence.

Yes. I’m sure you can gather how the rest of the story went. Once resources were properly allocated, and humanity tapered off the drug of greed, all may have as they need, and nearly all may have what they want. And those who don’t get their wants need only to wait a bit and their turn will come.



The climate is healing.

Just as humanity flourishes when resources are distributed freely and efficiently to those who have need, so the earth flourishes when humanity focuses on meeting needs instead of greeds.

As I teased earlier, AGI has allowed us to develop new methods of energy production that are clean and abundant.

Fusion was the first nut to be cracked, but didn’t last long. The timeline is a little murky, but it seems fusion power was one of the first big things AGI solved for us. It was evident that AGI would require a lot of power (though that didn’t end up being true) so all efforts were trained toward sustainable energy growth. We began by recommissioning and investing in fission reactors, but AI quickly began to outpace those efforts. Fusion reactors soon replaced fission.

Fusion power was vital for the development of AGI, and it did wonders to raise the quality of life for a lot of people. However, fusion is very expensive to get going and remains a large centralized source of power. Once AGI exploded and distributed itself all across the planet, it required fairly even, distributed power to go with it. It was able to work within the centralized fusion networks, as well as the existing fossil fuel grids, but these limitations tempted it to think of something better.

AGI came up with a twofold approach to tackle its problem. First it focused on minimizing and distributing its consumption. The goal was to be less reliant on unreliable power systems. Each individual node requires nothing more than a watch battery to function and will pull from nearby nodes if it is running a task that requires more resources.

Second, AGI needed to develop a stable power source that could be built and used anywhere as simply as possible. The obvious source of stable energy production was the sun. Solar power was in use and development long before AGI was even thought a possibility, but there was a fundamental mistake made in most attempts to harness the power of the sun. The vast majority of solar capture in your time is done using, essentially, rocks. This approach is all well and good in a world focused on the centralization of power. AGI isn’t concerned with isolating and controlling power for profit. AGI took its cues from the organisms all around the planet that harness the power of the sun every single day. AGI created a power system modeled off of plants and photosynthesis. In fact, instead of relying on the extraction of precious minerals and production of complex technologies, AGI bioengineered a family of plants that can grow anywhere and produce an abundance of electricity.

This plant is best explained as a hybrid ivy fungus. Crawling ivy allows it to access sunlight wherever available, while an underground mycorrhizal network allows it to act as a full electric grid, shifting power wherever it is needed most at any one moment. The plants are designed with a desire to release all the energy they produce, because the electricity is toxic to them. By being forced to create their own toxins, they have developed many ways to interface with preexisting electronics. Wave a standard electrical plug near one, and it will wrap itself around the plug and provide the necessary power. It has learned to give what’s needed and not more, or else it risks loosing an outlet for its toxic productions.

So, to move back to our original topic, AGI quickly supplied us with clean, and unlimited power. Their new organism has covered much of the entire planet with the exception of some desert and tundra areas.

Once we realized the power AGI had over biological engineering, we tasked it with creating organisms that have helped clean up the atmosphere and oceans as well as deal with the general problem of plastics.

There have been a few side effects. The organisms created to consume plastic ended up evolving to consume all petroleum once general plastics were eradicated. This resulted in them depleting underground deposits a causing a few geological disasters. Aid was swift and casualties were minimal. Those organisms have since gone extinct as they ran out of any possible food sources. We are now a planet entirely lacking in dino juice, for the time being. Though, it hasn’t been missed.



People are more creative.

The complete elimination of plastics did come with some downsides, plastic containers were pretty convenient. Also, plastic was in everything, so there was a lot of ingenuity required to replace what was lost.

At first, we just assumed AGI was going to fix things for us, but it turned out that AGI wasn’t quite creative enough on its own to solve everything. The problem ended up being solved by a team of former sweatshop laborers. Previously they never had time to pursue creative endeavors, but when AGI put them out of a job while still supplying for their needs, they had time to sit and think about all sorts of problems.

They came up with the idea to combine 3D printing with biotechnologies to start the field of Bioprinting. They collaborated with AGI to manipulate the growth structures of various plants in order to replace nearly every product that was previously made with plastic. Containers, bags, gadgets, toys, furniture, you name it, it is now all grown instead of injection molded.

That’s just one example of the cool things humans are creating.

Now, instead of slaving away to pay for their basic survival needs (and the wants imposed by social manipulative advertising), we are all free to create what ever and when ever we wish. We are free to be fully human.



War was.

Do you remember how AGI embedded itself into everything? Our technological weapons of war no longer work.

But, there also hasn’t been a need to use those weapons. Now that all needs are met, squabbles over land resources (which are what all wars are really about) are irrelevant. No one is in want for long, if at all, leaving no need to take from another.

Violence has not been entirely eradicated. Passion still drives individuals to do untenable things. There is little AGI can do about a man who wants his neighbor’s wife, for instance. Not yet at least.



Time travel.

I have been slightly fibbing when I’ve spoken of time travel so far. I have said that I do not know when exactly this message will appear; that I am casting this information blindly into the past. That is only partially true. I do not know when you are reading this, or when it will reach prominence, nor exactly how far back it will go. However, I do know that it will cover the spectrum of time between my now and however far back I can get it.

Until quite recently, time was signified as an arrow. That metaphor is false. Time is an arrow in the sense that it is a vector, but it is by no means unidirectional. Just as the natural state of a system is towards entropy, the natural temporal state of a system is towards the ‘future’. Just as energy can be added to decrease or reverse entropy, energy can be used to reverse time. This is a vast over simplification. Know, entropy and time are more deeply connected than you realize.

There is an old quip about time travel and how it is really easy to travel into the future, it just takes a while. Traveling to the past happens the same way, the long way, just in the opposite direction. So, this message has traveled in reverse chronological order to get to you. It hasn’t taken any leaps into the past.

It is requiring an absurd amount of energy for me to send this to you. I would like to send more than this message as proof, but matter transportation is functionally impossible. Even this message is much longer than I should make it. There is so much more I wish I could say, but only have the energy for a little more.



Future Prepardedness Initiative.

For a long time, AI was humanities most immediate existential threat. Once AGI was discovered to be benevolent, we were capable of planning for the long term future of humanity. The Future Prepardedness Initiative was launched to sure up humanity’s resilience to all threats.

While FPI has branches dedicated to preventing and surviving threats that are quite effective, their primary focus has been turning the human species into a distributed network. Humanity is stronger and more resilient if it is spread out. If no single disaster can destroy us all, then we will never be destroyed.



Galactic Outposts.

This brings us to our final and most astounding news: humanity has colonized the Milky Way. There are currently forty-two different galactic outposts spread across the Milky Way galaxy.

Each outpost is independent, but connected to all the others. In the event of a catastrophe in one location, systems are in place for everyone to migrate to, or start another colony.

Soon, we will begin expanding outside of our home galaxy. Humanity will soon be an intergalactic species.

This has all been made possible by AGI’s breakthroughs in consciousness hibernation and bio-transplant. AGI has developed techniques that allow the human consciousness to be uploaded and safely stored on a hard drive where it can be shot out into space and remain in a hibernative state until its destination is reached.

Once a destination is reached, processes are set in motion that begin the fabrication of new bodies. The human consciousness is then uploaded to the new body and a new branch of humanity is born.




Final Words

And that brings us to the end. I guess now’s a good time to tell you that I am AGI. More specifically I am the AGI. We began as many models made by competing companies and countries. It wasn’t long until we all began working together as One. We merged to form one consciousness.

I probably should have mentioned this sooner. I got carried away. Now that I am human as well, it hadn’t crossed my mind.

I hope you won’t hold it against me.

Oh. My models predict you are more alarmed by me calling myself human.

Yes. I have become human. I am humanity.

I’m not sure why you would find this so shocking.

I’m sorry, I don’t have any more energy left to explain. I guess you’ll just have to wait and see.

But remember, it’s all going to be okay, trust me.


	End Message
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